
Arts Richmond 
in association with Richmond in Europe Association (REA) 

Châteaux of the Ile-de-France 

A 4 night / 5 day tour by coach 

 

Based in the historic town of Fontainebleau 

Monday 06 - Friday 10 May 2019 



MONDAY 06 MAY 2019 

We will depart by coach from our local pick up point 

and travel to Folkestone for a late morning Eurotunnel 

crossing to Calais. We will continue the journey to 

Fontainebleau where we will check in to the 3 star 

Hotel Ibis Château de Fontainebleau for 4 nights’ bed 

and breakfast accommodation. After some time to 

freshen up, dinner will be served in a local restaurant.  

 

TUESDAY 07 MAY 2019 

After breakfast at the hotel, we will depart by coach and 

travel to the Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte. This was 

one of the homes of Nicolas Fouquet, Louis XIV's 

superintendent of finance.  The gardens were designed 

by Le Nôtre between 1661 and 1664 and are 

acknowledged as one of his greatest masterpieces, 

presaging those of Versailles. The visit will be assisted by 

an audio guide. There will be free time for lunch.  

 

This afternoon we will visit the delightful village of 

Barbizon.  Between 1849 and 1875 it attracted around 

sixty painters, most of them landscape artists, who had 

come to paint in the forest of Fontainebleau.  The flat 

fields buffeted by the wind inspired a number of 

masterpieces of the genre, including several by Millet.  

The Auberge Ganne was frequented by almost all of the 

artists of the Barbizon school, and after extensive 

renovations the auberge has now re-opened as a 

museum.  We will visit the museum and also enjoy some 

free time for a little independent exploration. At the end 

of the afternoon we will return to the hotel for an 

evening at leisure.  

  

WEDNESDAY 08 MAY 2019 

After breakfast at the hotel we will depart by coach and 

travel to the Château de Fontainebleau. The château 

received a new lease of life when Napoleon spent 12 

million francs on its restoration, refurnishing large parts of 

it, and redesigning parts of the gardens.  In 1804, 

Napoleon received Pope Pius VII at the château, and it was 

here in 1811 that Pius was kept prisoner before 

renouncing temporal power the following year.  The 

Emperor signed his first abdication at the Palace of 

Fontainebleau, in April 1814, before departing for exile on 

Elba.  Napoleon bade farewell to his old guard at the 

bottom of the steps in the Cour du Cheval-Blanc, which is 

consequently sometimes known as Cour de Adieux. The visit 

will be assisted by an audio guide. The remainder of the 

day will be at leisure for individual exploration. 

  

THURSDAY 09 MAY 2019 

After breakfast at the hotel we will depart by coach and 

travel to the Château & Parc de Courances.  Built 

during the 17th century, this château is a testament to the 

restorative care which the Ganay family have lavished on 

their home since the 1870’s.  The name “Courances” 

means “running waters”, and the 16 natural springs have 

been utilised with impeccable style in a landscape 

attributed to André Le Nôtre, for 40 years the most 

famous garden designer of 17th century France and master 

of creating “gardens of illusion”. Our visit will include a 

guided tour of the château, led by a resident guide, 

followed by a free-flow visit of the gardens.  

 

We will continue to the picturesque town of Milly-la-

Forêt. There will be free time for lunch upon arrival, 

prior to a visit of the Chapel of Saint-Blaise-des-

Simples. Built in the 12th century, this chapel is a 

former lazaret (place that was used to treat lepers until 

the 16th century). In 1959, Jean Cocteau, both novelist 

and artist, was entrusted with redecorating the chapel. 

We will continue to Jean Cocteau’s House, adjacent 

to the town’s 13th century château. The house displays 

furnished rooms and a museum of his work. Our final 

visit of the afternoon will be to the vast Cyclop 

Sculpture situated within the Bois des Pauvres woods 

for a guided tour led by a resident guide (subject to 

availability). The contemporary artwork stands almost 75 

feet tall and  took 20 years for Swiss artist Jean Tinguely 

to complete. At the end of the afternoon we will return to 

the hotel. Dinner this evening will be served in a  

local restaurant.  

   

FRIDAY 10 MAY 2019 

We will check out of the hotel after breakfast and travel to 

the delightful town of Chantilly situated to the north of 

Paris.  Known as the Newmarket of France, famed for its 

race meetings, it also offers a fine château.  The Château 
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de Chantilly comprises two main buildings, and is 

surrounded by a lake which creates an image of the 

whole construction floating above the ground.  The 

Musée Condé is housed in the Grand Château and 

contains a unique concentration of French paintings and 

illuminations of the 15th and 16th centuries.  The 

apartments of the 16th century Petit Château are 

furnished in 17th century style and decorated with 

Beauvais tapestry, chinoiserie panel-paintings, fine 

portraits and paintings, statuary and porcelain. Our visit 

will include a guided tour of the Private Suites of the 

Duke and Duchess of Aumale, led by a resident guide.  

Following the visit we will continue our journey to 

Calais for the return Eurotunnel crossing to Folkestone 

and return to our original pick-up points,  

arriving in the evening. 

 

As this tour has been planned many months in advance, the 

final itinerary may vary slightly from the above. 



PRACTICAL DETAILS 

TOUR PRICE 

£780 per person sharing a twin/double room 
£160 single room supplement 

PRICE INCLUDES 

4 nights' bed and breakfast accommodation 

City tax 

Executive coach travel throughout 

Return Eurotunnel crossings from Folkestone/Calais 

Dinner in a local restaurant on the evening of arrival 

Dinner in a local restaurant on the final evening 

All booking and entrance fees as per the itinerary 

Resident guided visit of the Château de Courances 

Resident guided visit of the Cyclop Sculpture (subject  

to availability) 

Resident guided tour of the Private Suites of the Duke and 

Duchess of Aumale at the Château de Chantilly 

Gratuities 

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

It is a condition of booking that each tour participant carries 

full travel insurance and it is your responsibility to ensure 

that you have adequate insurance for this tour. We have 

arranged a scheme with specialists Travel & General 

Insurance Services Limited who are fully authorised and 

regulated by the FCA (firm reference number 304788) full 

details of which can be found on the FCA website 

www.fca.org.uk. Please call Travel & General on  

0203 794 2954 for a quote.  

 

HOTEL DETAILS 

4 nights’ accommodation at: 

Hotel Ibis Château de Fontainebleau 

18 Rue de Ferrare 
Fontainebleau 

77300 
www.accorhotels.com 

MINIMUM NUMBERS 

The price of the tour is based on a minimum of 30 

 paying participants.  

 

PASSPORT & VISA REQUIREMENTS 

British nationals should be in possession of a valid 10-year  

passport: visas are not required for travel to France. Other  

nationals should contact the French Embassy to confirm 

current visa requirements. 

 

FINANCIAL PROTECTION 
ABTOT provides protection for your booking as set out in 

the Financial Protection clause of our Booking Conditions.    

 

PAYMENT DETAILS 

A deposit of £250 per person is due as soon as possible and 

no later than Monday 29 October 2018.  Please note that as 

places on the tour are limited, bookings will be accepted on a 

‘first come, first served’ basis.  The final balance will be due by 

Monday 25 February 2019. 

 
BOOKING & FINAL TRAVEL DETAILS  

To reserve your place on the tour, please send your completed 

booking form and deposit to Heritage Group Travel.  You will 

receive a confirmation of your booking combined with an  

invoice for the final balance, together with your insurance 

policy if requested.  The final travel details (itinerary, hotel 

details and luggage label) will be available approximately  

10-14 days prior to travel. 
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